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Bangladesh at a glance

Population: 164 million (2012)
Rural population: 105.3 million (2013)
Rate of annual GDP growth: 6% (2013)

GDP per capita: US$957.8 (2013)
Agriculture, value added (% of GDP): 17 (2013)
Agricultural sector growth: 4% per annum (2006-2013)
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Selected Government policies,
programmes and strategies for
rural poverty reduction

Bangladesh Vision Sixth Five Year Plan
2021 2011-2015

National Food Policy National Agriculture
Plan of Action Policy 2013

(2008-2015)

Economic
Social Safety Net Empowerment of the
Programme Poorest in Bangladesh
Programme




International Fund for Agricultural Development

An international
financial institution
and a specialized
United Nations
agency

(IFAD)

Invests in rural
people

Since 1978, has
provided over
US$17.6 billion in
grants and low-interest
loans to projects
globall

Empowers rural people
to reduce poverty,
increase food security,
improve nutrition and
strenthen resilience

IFAD-funded projects

throughout the world
have reached about
459 million people

Based in Rome - the
UN's food and
agriculture hub

IFAD in Bangladesh

USS#HE2

million

Country Strategic Opportunities Programmes (COSOPs)

Promote self-managing
grass-roots community
organization that will create
and sustain viable, cost
effective institutions and also
empower the rural poor

Using IFAD's limited
resources to support the
scaling up of successful
innovative approaches to

poverty

Support the Government's
strategy for rural
development, especially the
Sixth Plan's goal of
diversifying agriculture
towards higher value-added
production to promote
commercialization and raise
farm incomes

Country Programme Evaluations at IFAD

Conducted by the Independent Office of Evaluation
Methodology

Conducted in accordance
with directives of IFAD's
Evaluation Policy

Objectives

Assess performance and
impact of IFAD-financed
operations in a given country

Follow core methodology and
processes for CPEs outlined
in IOE's Evaluation Manual

Generate findings, conclusions and
recommendations that will inform the
next country strategic opportunities
programme (COSOP) in the country

Undertaken by a team of development experts, following
internationally-agreed evaluation criteria such as relevance,
effectiveness, efficiency, sustainability and rural poverty impact




2015 Bangladesh
Country Programme Evaluation

O Timeframe: 2004-2014

O Operations ongoing in the time frame

O Non-lending activities

O 1999, 2006 and 2012 country strategies (COSOPs)

Projects covered by the evaluation

Five closed or completed Six ongoing (includes one recently approved)
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Main evaluation findings

Positive impact on rural poverty . There are pockets of unmet need in
alleviation: increase in rural . rural credit: requires diversification
households income and ke and policy support for emerging
improvements in productivity entrepreneurs

Building/strengthening of social L

capital and empowerment of Knowledge management is still

beneficiaries: gender equality and one weak link of the Bangladesh
women's empowerment country programme

Strong focus on innovation: There is insufficient broad-based
__agriculture technologies, institutional partnerships and
microfinance, community-based ' limited convergence and/or
resource management, value interface with the Government
chain pilots and infrastructure

Key recommendations

Strenthen focus Maintain access Maintain Broaden policy and
on agriculture tocreditasa environmental institutional support for

priority protection as a the country programme
priority

Independent Office of Evaluation of IFAD (IOE)

IOE conducts evaluations of IFAD-financed policies, strategies and operations to promote accountability and learning.
The main purpose is to contribute to improving IFAD's and its partners’ performance in reducing rural poverty in
recipient countries. IOE's independent evaluations assess the impact of IFAD-funded activities and give an analysis of
successes and shortcomings — to tell it the way it is — as well as identify factors affecting performance. Based on the
key insights and recommendations drawn from evaluation findings, IOE also communicates and shares IFAD’s
knowledge and experience in agriculture and rural development with a wider audience.

Independent Office of Evaluation
International Fund for Agricultural Development,

JL I FAD Via Paolo di Dono 44, 00142 Rome, Italy
Tel +39 0654592521 - E-mail-evaluation@ifad.org - Web site: www.ifad.org/evaluation
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