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1 Since 2007, IFAD, the World Bank and the Governments of Canada, Finland, Italy and Norway
have financed IPAF and its related activities for a total of just over US$3.57 million.
2 “Learning and Building upon the Knowledge Base of the Indigenous Peoples Assistance Facility.”
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India - Andhra Pradesh Participatory Tribal
Development Project

the needs and solutions that indigenous
peoples have put forward.

3 See Custodians of culture and biodiversity: Indigenous
peoples take charge of challenges and opportunities, 2008.
http://www.ifad.org/english/indigenous/pub/documents/
biodiversity.pdf
4 The IPAF tracking system contains 3,000 project proposals
and data on 2,800 indigenous peoples’ organizations.
5 In 2011, a knowledge fair was organized in Malaysia
by one of the IPAF grantees. Another knowledge fair was
organized the same year by IFAD in Rome.
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6 http://www.ifad.org/english/
indigenous/forum/
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Juana Segura – Continental Network of Indigenous Women speaking at the Opening Session
of the Indigenous Peoples’ Forum in 2013

IFAD and to new partnerships with indigenous peoples’ organizations in Africa, where IFAD
previously did not have links.
• IFAD’s country operations are benefiting from the knowledge derived from the projects. For
example, through the IPAF tracking system, the most reputable grass-roots and indigenous
peoples’ organizations and NGOs working with indigenous peoples’ communities can be
identified and suggested as partners in IFAD-funded projects.

Conclusions
The support from the IMI proved to be invaluable in exploiting the wealth of information available
through the calls for proposals. It was key to building strategic partnerships among indigenous
peoples, national organizations and civil society. These partnerships are fundamental for
supporting indigenous movements. Through the IPAF and its tracking system, IFAD’s CPMs are
advised on the pressing issues affecting indigenous peoples in project areas and on suitable
organizations with which to partner in their country programmes.
The project helped promote partnerships with the main actors – grass-roots, national and
global – who deal directly with many of the most critical indigenous peoples’ issues. It also
helped capitalize on indigenous peoples’ knowledge and expertise in matters such as natural
resources management, biodiversity and climate change. The vision and talents of indigenous
peoples can build IFAD’s own capacity to understand, assess and mainstream, in programme
and project design, all relevant issues in rural poverty in general and those that touch upon the
lives of indigenous peoples in particular.

The Innovation Mainstreaming Initiative was approved by IFAD’s Executive Board in
December 2004 with complementary contributions from the United Kingdom amounting to
International Fund for
Agricultural Development
Via Paolo di Dono, 44 - 00142 Rome, Italy
Tel: +39 06 54591 - Fax: +39 06 5043463
E-mail: ifad@ifad.org
www.ifad.org
www.ruralpovertyportal.org
ifad-un.blogspot.com
www.facebook.com/ifad
instagram.com/ifadnews
www.twitter.com/ifadnews
www.youtube.com/user/ifadTV

GBP 6.6 million (US$12 million). The initiative was conceived to enhance IFAD’s capacity to
promote innovations, which ultimately would have a positive impact on rural poverty. The three
main expected outcomes were to: (i) mainstream the innovations into IFAD operations;
(ii) strengthen learning and sharing of innovations and apply such learning; and (iii) achieve a
change in organizational culture and practices in support of such innovations.

