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ANNEX A Rural sector performance assessment

IFAD’s Rural Sector Performance Assessment (RSPA)
measures the quality of pro-poor rural development and rural
transformation policies and institutions. IFAD makes use of
the RSPA in applying the methodology - the performance-
based allocation system (PBAS) - that it uses to distribute
its financial resources among its developing Member States.
The PBAS consists of a formula composed of a needs
component and a performance component. The RSPA is one
of the variables in the performance component.5' The RSPA
is also used to inform the development of IFAD country
strategic opportunities programmes (COSOPs).

The RSPA captures robust information about a country’s
policy framework, especially as it relates to the rural
sector (e.g. the quality and quantity of attention devoted
to rural development by the government). It also focuses
on areas which impact a country’s rural sector (e.g. the
macroeconomic setting, including the exchange rate and the
debt and trade regimes). In keeping with IFAD’s mandate, the
RSPA is aligned with the IFAD Strategic Framework 2016-
2025 and therefore prioritizes cross-cutting issues such as
gender equality, nutrition and climate change.

The RSPA is divided into six clusters, with a total of
19 questions. Each question can be broken down into a
set of measurable qualitative and quantitative indicators
that are used to calculate an overall RSPA score for each
of 125 countries. Quantitative indicators measure the
performance of country policies, whereas qualitative
indicators measure the presence of an effective policy
framework. For each question, a mix of qualitative and
quantitative indicators is used. RSPA scores are based on a
scale from 1 to 6 and are relative to the scores of the other
countries included in the assessment exercise.

51 The performance component also includes a variable that measures
the performance of the IFAD-financed portfolio at the country level (the
portfolio performance and disbursement (PAD) variable). The needs
component includes the gross national income per capita (GNIpc), the size
of the rural population and the IFAD vulnerability index.

The IFAD11 RSPA results are fundamentally aligned with
the World Bank Country Policy and Institutional Assessment
(CPIA), although RSPA scores are moderately higher. The
average World Bank CPIA score for IFAD Member States
is 3.21, which is 0.36 points lower than the overall IFAD11
RSPA average. There is a high correlation between the
overall IFAD11 RSPA scores and the 2017 World Bank CPIA
ratings, suggesting the absence of any structural bias in the
assessments.

Additionally, on average, RPSA scores appear to be
correlated with income. High-income countries obtained
significantly higher scores than those in lower income
brackets. This was consistent across each of the six RSPA
thematic clusters, suggesting that high-income countries
have a more effective rural development framework.

RPSA scores for all countries and questions are publicly
available and are used by an array of other development
actors to measure the strength of rural policies and
institutions with regard to specific topics and countries. IFAD
is committed to using the scores in its country assessments
and as a basis for policy engagement with governments.
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2018 Rural Sector Performance Assessment (RSPA) scores — ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
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RSPA indicator Zlo|m|o|lo|c|le|x S|z || h|a| RS
1. Policies and legal framework for rural organizations (ROs) and rural people
(1.1) Policies and framework for rural
development and rural poverty alleviation | 3.6 | 4.2 |44 |31 |47 42|39 3543|264 |42|47|42|4 |42
(1.2) Legal frameworks for and autonomy
of rural people’s organizations 38|38|4 [38(34(49|44|3 |23|3 |44/35|839|44|35|33
(1.3) Representation and influence of
ROs and rural people 1.8138314214213414713914213413914214213313613414.2
2. Rural governance, transparency and public administration
(2.1) Quality and transparency of allocation
of resources for rural development 19|34 |5 32145144138 |25|21|25|32|32 |4 2913532
(2.2) Accountability, transparency
and corruption 2 129146123127 14414 13512212518213214 |37135127
3. Natural resources and environmental policies and practices
(8.1) Environmental assessment policies
and grievance mechanisms 3413648444242 |41 |46 |45|42|38|43 |4 3.7 142 |48
(8.2) National climate change policies 8 41 141 |39 (36|41 |4 46|41 (38|31 |34 |33|27 3938
(8.3) Access to land 1.3|/34(39|4 |38|32|49|35(38|3 |382|36|4 |27|39]|8382
(8.4) Access to water 2714 152135145141 138137131147 142132142135143144
4. Financial policy, access to services and markets
(4.1) Access to and use of rural financial
services 3239|394 |48 |46 |27 |25|19|3 |43|35|85(32|35 |27
(4.2) Investment Climate for Rural Business | 3.1 [2.8 |3.8 |28 |44 |4 432219 32|31 |38|26|35|33|34
(4.3) Access to agricultural input and
produce markets 4 12544 |33(385(32|3 |42|37|32|36|27 |35 |36/|31 |37
(4.4) Access to extension services 35152141 14214215 148124147 12413813314614.4139129
5. Nutrition and gender equality
(5.1) Nutrition policy framework and
outcomes 42 145|149 |46 |51 |44 |49 |36 |45 (28|42 |31 41 |48 |25 |48
(6.2) Policy framework for gender equality 13.4 134 138139148 13414 12513813 1281351391283 144
6. Macroeconomic policies and conditions for rural development
(6.1) Monetary and exchange rate policies | 4 46 3.2 |4 48 |44 142 |3 43 |3 4 35 45 (36 |35 |47
(6.2) Fiscal Policy and Taxation 35|85 |47 |4 |37 28 |36 |3 |35(25|42|33|45|3 |35 |38
(6.3) Debt Policy 24 149 |35 (43|48 |43 |33 |25|32 (25|43 |35|85|32 |35 4.1
(6.4) Trade Policy 41 132 125138145139139 185137 14 13513 145142145143

Average of all indicators
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2018 RSPA scores — EAST AND SOUTHERN AFRICA
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1. Policies and legal framework for rural organizations (ROs) and rural people
(1.1) Policies and framework for rural
development and rural poverty alleviation | 3.7 | 35|35[25|34|45|26|3 |31|38|43|2 |34|32|36/|38
(1.2) Legal frameworks for and autonomy
of rural people’s organizations 271324 |16 (34|41 42|42|45[39|38]|1 42141 |47 | 31
(1.3) Representation and influence
of ROs and rural people 4212 2611 3915 18414215 14213912613814.2142135
2. Rural governance, transparency and public administration
(2.1) Quality and transparency of allocation
of resources for rural development 26 12112514 |31 |31 |41 (22 |24|32|37 |1 15138414219
(2.2) Accountability, transparency and
corruption 2311812511512313 14213513613314911513612613211.9
3. Natural resources and environmental policies and practices
(8.1) Environmental assessment policies
and grievance mechanisms 43129 |2 1.3 | 4 4813834 (3833|3939 |12 47 4 41 13
(8.2) National climate change policies 44142 |47 |24 |36 |4 4 37 |36 |37 (41 (39|45 |44 |4 3.4
(8.3) Access to land 35 32| 3 18129 |44 |144149|85|38|41 |21 |41 36|26 |37
(8.4) Access to water 3113713513 1839144143134142135[147133135138131 134
4. Financial policy, access to services and markets
(4.1) Access to and use of rural financial
services 241381 (25 |1 29|46 |26 (343536 |41 |13 |32|42 |45 |33
(4.2) Investment Climate for Rural Business | 2.6 |22 |27 |2 |36 |25 (22|28 |26 |26 |4 16 {393 [3.833
(4.3) Access to agricultural input and
produce markets 34142|32|39|3835/35|27 (24|31 |4 3.8 |2 & | S 2 &Ll
(4.4) Access to extension services 364824 |1 47 14838 |27 |49 |44 |41 |41 |3.6 |44 |51 |39
5. Nutrition and gender equality
(6.1) Nutrition policy framework
and outcomes 29138 |2 |2 |44 |44 |35|4 |45|42 |39 |1 41 |47 |36 |42
(5.2) Policy framework for gender equality 4.2 14.4 |3 25142187181 12912514815 2 4 41 13.2 14.2
6. Macroeconomic policies and conditions for rural development
(6.1) Monetary and exchange rate policies 3.3 2.3 |3 |28 (29|36 (32|37 |27 |31 |38 |1 3.7 |83 |37 |28
(6.2) Fiscal Policy and Taxation 4 3412519 (38|33 |4 35128 28|39 |1 8.8 | 84 | 85 | E.E
(6.3) Debt Policy 26 31 |3 |16 |31 |34 (38|38 |37 |28 |42 |1 4 141 |38 |25
(6.4) Trade Policy 28 133135115 1221383133 13513513912912 129134 13313

Average of all indicators

‘3.3‘3.2‘3 ‘1.9‘3.5‘3.9‘3.5‘3.4‘3.5‘3.6‘4.1 ‘1.9‘3.7‘3.7 ‘3.7‘3.3
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2018 RSPA scores — LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
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RSPA indicator S 0o |0 |d|a|lo|z|=]|2 |2
1. Policies and legal framework for rural organizations (ROs) and rural people
(1.1) Policies and framework for rural
development and rural poverty alleviation 47 145|143 46|47 |41 |44|138(34|44|4 |35
(1.2) Legal frameworks for and autonomy of
rural people’s organizations 45|48 |51 83|43 |46 (42|49 |4 4614349
(1.3) Representation and influence of ROs
and rural people 4215 14213412315 14213611814713414.2
2. Rural governance, transparency and public administration
(2.1) Quality and transparency of allocation
of resources for rural development 36 |4 41 135]126(38|38|22|24|33|38|36
(2.2) Accountability, transparency and
corruption 47 13514112913913812714712613913.213.9
3. Natural resources and environmental policies and practices
(8.1) Environmental assessment policies
and grievance mechanisms 42147 15138384349 |31 (37|41 28|44
(8.2) National climate change policies 39|37 (38(38|42|36|42 |41 35|41 |34 |4
(8.3) Access to land 48 (46 |5 |33|34|5 [|44|832(39|47|34|48
(8.4) Access to water 36183 139149137148131 146127 139135142
4. Financial policy, access to services and markets
(4.1) Access to and use of rural financial
services 363539 (28(28(34 42|21 |35|42 (32|44
(4.2) Investment Climate for Rural Business 41138 |4 |31 |4 |24 |34 /26|26 42|34 |4
(4.3) Access to agricultural input and
produce markets 47 137 |36 (224 [38|35(39|34|39 (26|39
(4.4) Access to extension services 5 47 151 144141 161 147129 14 51138147
5. Nutrition and gender equality
(5.1) Nutrition policy framework and
outcomes 44142151 |14 |39|48|45|31|3.6(53|48 |52
(5.2) Policy framework for gender equality 5 1561142154144 149 138141 134149146 14.2
6. Macroeconomic policies and conditions for rural development
(6.1) Monetary and exchange rate policies 29 |36 |36 |45 |44 (45|46 |41 |31 (3841 |46
(6.2) Fiscal Policy and Taxation 34|42 |38 |44 |38|38[35|39 |34 43|37 (42
(6.3) Debt Policy 33|36|27 (33|34 /28 36|4 |3 |43|4 |41
(6.4) Trade Policy 3.6 33|36 |37 |41 |37 |4 |36|39 43|38 |48

Average of all indicators

‘4.1 ‘4 ‘4.2‘3.8‘3.8‘4.1 ‘4 ‘3.6‘3.3‘4.3‘3.7‘4.3
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2018 RSPA scores —- NEAR EAST, NORTH AFRICA AND EUROPE
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RSPA indicator & 2| 8|8 |2l |3 |a|a|E|2|2|5]=
1. Policies and legal framework for rural organizations (ROs) and rural people
(1.1) Policies and framework for rural development
and rural poverty alleviation 37|41 |4 |41 38|51 |45|835(24|43|47|43|44|18
(1.2) Legal frameworks for and autonomy of rural
people’s organizations 32|36|38/38[36(48|41 |27 (13|3 |45|382|26|27
(1.3) Representation and influence of ROs and
rural people 1 33183418413914714213112613613413912813.9
2. Rural governance, transparency and public administration
(2.1) Quality and transparency of allocation of
resources for rural development 311832827 |3 |3 28138213 (13|28|26 |21 |13
(2.2) Accountability, transparency and corruption 2.5 138 2 3712913813513 183118142133 116115
3. Natural resources and environmental policies and practices
(8.1) Environmental assessment policies and
grievance mechanisms 394414 129|43|49 (44|83 |25|37|33|42 |34 441
(8.2) National climate change policies 45|41 |36 (46|26 45|47 39|19 3832|4439 |4 241
(8.3) Access to land 3 |387|27 35|48 |5 (48|83 |2 |45|41|33|32|36
(8.4) Access to water 41 146 141 14 146145149182 141 14214114 14213
4. Financial policy, access to services and markets
(4.1) Access to and use of rural financial services 1413211914244 |28|36(|26(19 144324 |25|19
(4.2) Investment Climate for Rural Business 3188|8237 |22 3434 /39|32|21 |44 (4433|332
(4.3) Access to agricultural input and produce markets | 1.9 | 3.6 | 3.7 | 3.4 |42 |49 3.6 |3 3242|139 |37 34|35
(4.4) Access to extension services 41 13312814 135147 137131 14 127147 146127 138
5. Nutrition and gender equality
(56.1) Nutrition policy framework and outcomes 32|38 |44 |46 |51 (48 (53(|42|18|8.8]5 39 |37 |27
(5.2) Policy framework for gender equality 32131 1381835131 148141128121 143136133138312
6. Macroeconomic policies and conditions for rural development
(6.1) Monetary and exchange rate policies 41 351483837 |37 |4 24119 35|32 |36 |4 2.6
(6.2) Fiscal Policy and Taxation 39|31 1388|3941 (45|38 |29 |17 |3.8 |38 |41 42|29
(6.3) Debt Policy 33|34 363334 |34 |37 |16 |27 |34|34|35|4 |28
(6.4) Trade Policy 29 187 127 143 144 145 |37 124 122 137 135146 122 13.6

Average of all indicators ‘ 3.2 ‘ 3.6 ‘ 3.4 ‘ 3.8 ‘ 3.8 ‘ 4.3 ‘ 4 ‘ 3 ‘ 2.3 ‘ 3.5 ‘ 3.9 ‘ 3.8 ‘ 3.2 ‘ 2.8
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2018 RSPA scores - WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA
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RSPA indicator 6| a|S|8|65 3|88 |6 |6 |6|6|8|5
1. Policies and legal framework for rural organizations (ROs) and rural people
(1.1) Policies and framework for rural development
and rural poverty alleviation 31129|38(31[29|46|33|46|48|36|42|39|32|36
(1.2) Legal frameworks for and autonomy of rural
people’s organizations 33|31 133|21 |27 29|27 43|83 3345|3825 |28
(1.3) Representation and influence of ROs and
rural people 4715 |5 13913411511 3511 4214211813612
2. Rural governance, transparency and public administration
(2.1) Quality and transparency of allocation of
resources for rural development 3414126162929 |2 33 | &3 | & 28136 |2 1.6
(2.2) Accountability, transparency and corruption 42187124116118119115132125128148123115133
3. Natural resources and environmental policies and practices
(3.1) Environmental assessment policies and
grievance mechanisms 35 |4 3713338 [32|37|45|36 4 47 139 |25 |44
(8.2) National climate change policies 27 |46 |46 |44 |44 36|27 |39 37|29 45|47 |45 31
(8.3) Access to land 39|38 (24|27 |24 41 |24|45(29|32|39|35|39 |34
(8.4) Access to water 39136131135142131129138312913714 131134125
4. Financial policy, access to services and markets
(4.1) Access to and use of rural financial services 29|38 [19 (18|14 121 |31 |27 |25|23[42|28|2 |35
(4.2) Investment Climate for Rural Business 3738|35|21 31|16 18 (32|3 |33|41 |31 |35|25
(4.3) Access to agricultural input and produce markets | 2.9 (4.1 [4.2 |33 |46 |35 |36 3538|3831 (34 |4 2.3
(4.4) Access to extension services 44148138117 124 117 129141 133125151 143117 14.8
5. Nutrition and gender equality
(6.1) Nutrition policy framework and outcomes 4 44143 |32|31 (3638|4345 |4 46 |37 |4 2.3
(6.2) Policy framework for gender equality 3112813813 27 134117 1832122 126 134134135129
6. Macroeconomic policies and conditions for rural development
(6.1) Monetary and exchange rate policies 35144 45|37 |81 (36|29 |44 |42 |26 |36 (25 |3 2.8
(6.2) Fiscal Policy and Taxation 32 (38|32 |33(|31|28|32|35|38|35|35|3 |25 |41
(6.3) Debt Policy 4 142 |4 |25(25|29|43 /38|34 |25 |36 38|25 |37
(6.4) Trade Policy 4 |4 122129122 136126141 1383128 13413514 136
Average of all indicators ‘ 3.6 ‘ 3.9 ‘ 3.5 ‘ 2.8 ‘ 3 ‘ 3 ‘ 2.7 ‘ 3.8 ‘ 3.2 ‘ 3.2 ‘ 4 ‘ 3.4 (3 |31

to be continued
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2018 RSPA scores - WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA (cont)
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1. Policies and legal framework for rural organizations (ROs) and rural people
(1.1) Policies and framework for rural development
and rural poverty alleviation 3942|834 /35(42|34|38|36
(1.2) Legal frameworks for and autonomy of rural
people’s organizations 35(41|1382|41|38|4 |34|3
(1.3) Representation and influence of ROs and
rural people 36126142136134138123136
2. Rural governance, transparency and public administration
(2.1) Quality and transparency of allocation of
resources for rural development 4 351422541 |382|33|34
(2.2) Accountability, transparency and corruption 3212613213 146144137131
3. Natural resources and environmental policies and practices
(3.1) Environmental assessment policies and
grievance mechanisms 391893 (4 |37|39|38)|37
(8.2) National climate change policies 42146 (39|26 |4 41 1 3.8 4.3
(8.3) Access to land 39|32(38(29|31|27 (29|83
(8.4) Access to water 36139183137 14714213513
4. Financial policy, access to services and markets
(4.1) Access to and use of rural financial services 26[15(26(39]17 |33]3.2]|31
(4.2) Investment Climate for Rural Business 4311818 |3 1.8 |2 1.9 | 3.8
(4.3) Access to agricultural input and produce
markets 35|/38(41 |4 3845|354
(4.4) Access to extension services 17 156313814413212815 118
5. Nutrition and gender equality
(6.1) Nutrition policy framework and outcomes 38(42|33[45|839|43 |4 815
(65.2) Policy framework for gender equality 2513312813 33143126137
6. Macroeconomic policies and conditions for rural development
(6.1) Monetary and exchange rate policies 441283141 |4 41 | 2.7 | 3.2
(6.2) Fiscal Policy and Taxation 3587|3629 |41 35|35 |33
(6.3) Debt Policy 4532|139 |46|33|38|37 |28
(6.4) Trade Policy 3813713413 |8 137132129

Average of all indicators

‘ 3.6 ‘ 3.5 ‘ 3.4 ‘ 3.5 ‘ 3.6 ‘ 3.7 ‘ 3.4 ‘ 3.3
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