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Tom Mwagi Anyonge  

Director a.i. Environment, Climate, Gender and Social Inclusion Division, 

International fund for Agriculture Development (IFAD)  

Tom Anyonge has 30 years of professional experience strengthening 

institutions for rural development. In his role, he provides IFAD’s regional 

divisions and country partners with institutional and organizational 

analysis, capacity development and programme management in the 

context of farming systems, agricultural support services and markets. He 

promotes applied research work to fill knowledge gaps and develop 

knowledge products, tools and guidelines. Prior to joining IFAD, Anyonge 

worked with NORAD, FINIDA, DFID and SIDA in Sub-Saharan Africa and 

Asia. He also has experience as a programme manager, National Technical 

Adviser, and Senior Programme Officer. Anyonge holds two MSc degrees: 

one from the University of Arizona, United States, and one from Voronezh 

University, USSR. He holds a BSc degree from Voronezh University. 

 

Sara Mbago-Bhunu 

Director, East and Southern Africa Division, International fund for 

Agriculture Development (IFAD) 

Sara Mbago-Bhunu is the Director of IFAD’s East and Southern Africa 

Division. With more than 20 years of experience in the agriculture sector 

across Central, East and Southern Africa, she works on agriculture policy and 

sector reviews, value chain development, access to agricultural finance,    

social enterprise models. Prior to joining IFAD, Mbago-Bhunu worked at the 

World Bank. From 2013 to 2016, she served as Country Director for SNV-

Netherlands Development Organisation in the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo. Mbago-Bhunu holds an MBA from Maastricht School of 

Management, Netherlands, and a BSc in Agricultural Economics from the 

University of Reading, United Kingdom. 
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John Ulimwengu  

Senior Research Fellow, International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) 

Dr. Ulimwengu holds a Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics and Master in 

Economics from Ohio State University (USA), and Master in Development 

Economics from Williams College (USA). His research interests include 

poverty dynamics, agricultural productivity and rural development. Since 

2007, Dr. Ulimwengu is involved in strategic research on the 

transformation of agricultural sector in Africa under the Comprehensive 

Africa Agriculture Development Program (CAADP) agenda. He is currently 

the Africa wide coordinator of the Regional Strategic Analysis and 

Knowledge Support System (ReSAKSS). He has published in journals such as 

Environmental and Resource Economics, Journal of Agricultural Economics, 

Oxford Economic Papers and American Journal of Agricultural Economics.  

 

 

 Manasi Deodhar 

Manager, Global Communications, Ajinomoto Co., Inc. 

Manasi Deodhar is Manager in Global Communications Department for 

Ajinomoto Co. Inc., Japan, a global food company leader in the research 

and application of amino acids. Before joining Ajinomoto, she has worked 

in business development department and corporate department mainly in 

communication and marketing functions. Prior to that, she has worked in 

software development for Japanese and Indian companies. 

She holds an MBA in International Corporate Strategy from Hitotsubashi 

University of Tokyo, Japan and a BSc degree in Science with chemistry as 

major from Shivaji University, India. Manasi is Indian by origin and has been 

living in Tokyo, Japan for the past 18 years.   
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     Leila Trabelsi Alouane 

Professor of Nutrition,Tunisia  

Leila Trabelsi Alouane is a Professor of Nutrition, working as an 

Independent Expert consultant in Nutrition. She previously worked at the 

Institut National de Nutrition et de Technologie Alimentaire (INNTA) of the 

Ministry of Health in Tunisia. With 40 years of professional experience in 

nutrition, she has been a WHO Temporary Advisor and has collaborated 

often with FAO and WFP. Leila Alouane is member of the research 

laboratory SURVEN (Surveillance and nutritional epidemiology in Tunisia), 

and carries out research activities on the impact of changing nutritional, 

behavioral and environmental factors on the health status of the Tunisian 

population. A member of several committees, commissions and technical 

programs of the Ministries of Health, of Trade and Women's Affairs, Family 

and Childhood, Leila Trabelsi Alouane is also the President of the Alzheimer 

Association Tunisia. She holds a PhD in Nutrition from Université de Dijon. 

 

 

                                         

Aly Abousabaa 

Director General, International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry 

Areas (ICARDA)  

Aly Abousabaa is Regional Director, Central and West Asia and North 

Africa, CGIAR, as well as Director General of the International Center for 

Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA). He is a strategic leader in 

sustainable development, climate change advocacy, and agriculture 

research in global dry regions. He promotes the global scaling of dryland 

agriculture innovations to improve the livelihoods resilience of smallholder 

family farmers under a climate crisis. Prior to joining CGIAR to head 

ICARDA, he was Vice President of the African Development Bank (AfDB), 

where he led the preparation and execution of the Bank’s key strategies in 

the areas of agriculture, water, natural resources management, climate 

change, infrastructure, women, youth and governance. At the AfDB, he 

also helped coordinate climate change negotiations in Africa and acted as 

Gender Champion. He holds a master’s in civil engineering from Montana 

State University in the US and a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from 

Alexandria University. 
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Raghda Kurdi  

Founder & general manager of Advanced Pharma Services; Board Member 

of The Arab International Women’s Forum (AIWF) 

Ms Kurdi serves on board of the Arab International Women’s Forum, in 

London, she has served on the Executive Board of Directors of the 

International Women’s Forum in Washington D.C, and she was Founding 

President of the Jordan Chapter. For ten years, Ms. Kurdi was the CEO of 

Hayat Pharmaceutical Industries. She currently serves on a number of 

councils, including the Financial Committee on Employment –Technical and 

Vocational Education and Training Council Fund. Ms. Kurdi is founding Board 

Member of the Kurdish Cultural Association. She served as member of His 

Majesty King Abdullah II Economic Consultative Council for 4 years. A strong 

supporter of women’s issues locally & internationally, she served as a 

member of the higher council of the Jordanian National Forum for Women 

for 15 years. Ms. Kurdi has a BSc in Pharmacy from the American University 

of Beirut and has participated in the Leadership and Team Effectiveness 

executive program of Yale school of Management.  

 

 

Paxina Chileshe 

Regional Climate and Environment Specialist, International fund for 

Agriculture Development (IFAD) 

Paxina Chileshe is a Regional Climate and Environment Specialist in IFAD. 

She supports the design and implementation of projects to build resilience 

of smallholders to climate change. She also supports climate risk analyses 

for projects at entry and during implementation through IFAD's Social 

Environment and Climate Assessment Procedures. Prior to joining IFAD, 

Chileshe was a Natural Resources Management Specialist in the Agriculture 

and Agro-Industry Department of the African Development Bank. She was 

responsible for task managing a portfolio of projects in implementation 

and incorporation of natural resources management and climate change 

adaptation measures. Earlier she was a Research Associate in the field of 

water politics. Chileshe started her career as a Metallurgical Engineer in the 

Zambian Copper Mines. Chileshe holds a PhD in Political Science from the 

University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne; an MBA and an MSc in Environmental 

Change and Management from the University of Oxford and a BEng in 

Chemical Engineering from the University of Birmingham. 

 


