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Distinguished representatives of the Government of China, Representatives of
IFAD, partner institutions and international organizations,
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It is my pleasure to be part of this Country Strategy and Programme Evaluation
workshop, organized by the Ministry of Finance in collaboration with the
Independent Office of Evaluation of IFAD, with valuable support from the IFAD
country office in China. This workshop follows the finalization of the
independent country strategy and programme evaluation and provides an
opportunity to share and discuss the main findings and recommendations with
the Government, IFAD and other stakeholders and partners
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| would like to start by expressing my appreciation to the Ministry of Finance

and executing agencies for their collaboration on this evaluation. Our
appreciation goes to the project teams and partner organizations for sharing



insights, supporting field visits, and patience in responding to requests for data
and information from the evaluation team.
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| would also like to recognize the support of the IFAD Management, in
particular: Ms Reehana Raza, Regional Director of Asia and the Pacific Division,
and Mr Nii Quaye-Kumah, China Country Director and the IFAD country office
in China. Ms Han Lei has overseen the workshop preparation, Ms Shi Yinyin
and Ms Yang Ge supported the logistics. | also thank Ms Zhang Xiaozhe and Mr
Song Yinhong for facilitating the communication with key stakeholders.
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| would like to thank the evaluation team, led by Dr Johanna Pennarz, Lead
Evaluation Officer, who was ably supported by a team of national and
international consultants. Ms Nene Inyang Ette Etim provided efficient
administrative supports to the team and to organizing today’s event.
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Finally, I'd like to thank our partners from MoF for collaborating this workshop,
DDG Liu Fang and Mr Gao Yuanhou.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,
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China has been an important partner for IFAD. China became a member of
IFAD in 1980. Since 1981, China has benefitted from more than USD 1.1 billion
from IFAD lending for a total of 33 projects. China is also a major contributor to
IFAD core funding. Under IFAD 12, China has pledged USS85 million.
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In 2014, the Independent Office of Evaluation of IFAD conducted its first
country strategy and programme evaluation, known as CSPE. IFAD’s current
country strategy, called COSOP, was prepared in 2016, and addressed the
recommendations from this evaluation. In 2022, the Independent Office of
Evaluation of IFAD conducted its second country-level evaluation.
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The CSPE assessed the performance and results of the IFAD-supported lending
and non-lending programme since 2014. The reviewed portfolio included 14
loan projects with a total value of USD 1.8 billion. The Government contributed
a total of USD 755 million, while IFAD financed USD 674 million for these
projects. The CSPE assessed the results and performance of the IFAD strategy
in China as outlined in the 2016 country strategy, with the aim to generate
findings and recommendations that will inform the future partnership between
IFAD and the Government of China.
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The CSPE’s overall assessment was that the country programme in China
performed well in a number of areas. In particular:
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e The CSPE confirms the achievements of the country programme. The
country programme made important contributions to building the
capacities of community-level organisations; supporting inclusive
cooperatives; increasing agricultural productivity and smallholders’
access to markets; and, ultimately, contributing to more resilient
livelihoods in poor areas.
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e The CSPE recognises the changes in the context that have occurred over
the review period. First, there was the rapid economic development and
the unprecedented reduction of rural poverty in the country. This
created a positive context for the IFAD-supported projects targeting the
rural poor. Second, there were also some far-reaching changes
introduced by IFAD with the ongoing decentralisation process and the
increased IFAD country presence. IFAD’s presence in Beijing was an
important pre-condition for the deepened engagement with key
partners in the country.
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e The CSPE highlights the pivotal role of Government’s leadership and
the substantive contributions that the Government has made to the
country programme. This has enabled the IFAD-supported projects to
make an effective contribution to the reduction of rural poverty at local
levels.
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e The CSPE appreciates the relevance of the collaboration and, in
particular, the focus on youth, women, nutrition and inclusive value
chains. The CSPE also appreciates the enhanced focus on rural poverty
areas and smallholders under the ongoing COSOP. These are important
issues that are at the heart of IFAD’s mandate.
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The CSPE also lays out the areas for heightened attention under the upcoming
COSOP, which will be prepared in 2024.
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¢ Inclusive value chains are an important theme for China and IFAD, and
some promising approaches have been introduced already. Projects
have piloted practices to ensure that smallholder farmers, women and
youth can benefit from cooperative membership and participate in
profitable agricultural value chains. Together with its partners, IFAD
should consolidate the experiences and emerging good practices from
the ongoing projects. These practices would need to be shared and
scaled up more widely, with national stakeholders and within the agro-
business community.
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Climate change adaptation and mitigation are becoming ever more
important, and this is an area that IFAD is well placed to support. In the
past IFAD has made successful contributions to sustainable resource
management, as confirmed by an earlier IOE evaluation in Qinghai
province. The ongoing projects already include approximately USD 60
million of climate finance. In the future, these types of investments
would need to make a visible contribution to sustainable land and water
management and climate-smart agricultural practices.
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IFAD would have to step up its role as knowledge partner in China.
Much has been done since IFAD increased its country presence. Now
there needs to be greater attention to support sharing of knowledge
between projects and national stakeholders. The IFAD country office
needs to engage with wider ministries and provincial governments in
China for more inclusive policy-making and implementation by
leveraging the knowledge gathered from the projects. Beyond China, it
needs to build more effective partnerships in the framework of South-
South Triangular Cooperation (SSTC) for enhanced knowledge sharing
and scaling up.
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The CSPE concludes that China will remain an important partner for IFAD and
that IFAD should lay out its vision for the longer-term partnership with China.
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The evolving IFAD-China partnership would have a clear focus on equitable
and gender-sensitive rural poverty reduction and food security. In line with the
growing role of China as a global development actor, the partnership would
place greater importance on the promotion of global public goods and
innovations in rural poverty reduction that could be shared with other
developing countries, for example through SSTC.
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Today we want to discuss the perspectives for the China-IFAD partnership,
with a special focus on the following questions:
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e How could IFAD adapt to the evolving context and the growing
importance of China as an international development partner?
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e How could IFAD enhance its contribution to sustainable natural resource
management and climate change adaptation and mitigation and
agricultural value chain development in rural areas?
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e How could IFAD build stronger partnerships with government, civil
society organizations and the private sector for innovation, knowledge
sharing and South-South and Triangular Cooperation?
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This is only the first step in the preparation of the new COSOP. In the following
months, IFAD will engage with its partners to develop concrete strategies to
enhance its positioning and effectiveness as a partner for sustainable rural
development in China.
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It is my genuine hope that this evaluation will provide the foundation for
strengthening the ability to generate and share knowledge, at the country
level, contributing to more inclusive and sustainable rural transformation.
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| wish the workshop a great success, and thank you for your attention!
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